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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1216 *%%°

INTRODUCED BY FARRY, D. COSTA, W. KELLER, FREEMAN, MILLARD,

READSHAW, CORBIN, McNEILL, DONATUCCI, V. BROWN, DEAN,
KAUFFMAN, SOLOMON, BULLOCK, DeLUCA, SCHLOSSBERG, WARD, RYAN,
WHEELAND, MASSER, WARREN, HILL-EVANS, GILLEN, DiGIROLAMO,
DAVIS, ROZZI, RADER, SAINATO, WATSON AND ELLIS,

APRIL 17, 2017

AS

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 28, 2017
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AMENDING TITLE 42 (JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE) OF THE

PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, IN PARTICULAR RIGHTS AND

IMMUNITIES, PROVIDING FOR RESCUE FROM MOTOR VEHICLE.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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Seetieonr—2—Fhis—act—shatl—+takeeffect—dn—60—days—
SECTION 1. TITLE 42 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ: <--

§ 8340.3. RESCUE FROM MOTOR VEHICLE.

(A) (RESERVED) .

(B) RESCUE OF ANIMAL.--NO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, HUMANE

SOCIETY POLICE OFFICER OR EMERGENCY RESPONDER, OR THE EMPLOYER

OF A TAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, HUMANE SOCIETY POLICE OFFICER OR

EMERGENCY RESPONDER, SHALTL BE TLIABTE FOR DAMAGE TO A MOTOR

VEHICLE OR THE CONTENTS THEREOEF CAUSED BY ENTRY INTO THE MOTOR

VEHICLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF REMOVING AN ANIMAL, TF THE LAW

ENFORCEMENT OFFTICER, HUMANE SOCIETY POLICE OFFICER OR EMERGENCY

RESPONDER:

(1) HAS A GOOD-FATITH, REASONABLE BELTIEF THAT THE ANIMAL
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IS IN IMMINENT DANGER OF SUFFERING HARM TF NOT IMMEDIATELY

REMOVED FROM THE MOTOR VEHICLE.

(2) MAKES A REASONABLE EFFORT TO LOCATE THE DRIVER OF

THE MOTOR VEHICLE PRTOR TO ENTRY.

(3) TAKES REASONABLE STEPS TO ENSURE OR RESTORE THE

WELL-BEING OF THE ANITIMAL.

(4) USES NO MORE FORCE THAN NECESSARY UNDER THE

CIRCUMSTANCES TO ENTER THE MOTOR VEHICLE.

(5) LEAVES NOTICE ON OR IN THE MOTOR VEHICLE STATING THE

REASON ENTRY WAS MADE, THE NAME OF THE PERSON AND OF THE

PERSON'S EMPIOYER, A TELEPHONE NUMBER AND, IF POSSIBLE, THE

LOCATION WHERE THE ANTMAT MAY BE RETRTIEVED.

(C) LIMITATION.--A PERSON SHALL NOT BE TMMUNE FROM CIVIL

LTIABILITY FOR DAMAGE RESULTING FROM THE ENTRY TF THE PERSON'S

ACTIONS CONSTITUTE GROSS NEGLIGENCE,

WANTON MISCONDUCT.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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