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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 16071 %"

INTRODUCED BY KINKEAD, KINSEY, HILL-EVANS, HOHENSTEIN, MADDEN,
McNEILL, RABB, SANCHEZ, GUENST, KAZEEM, MAYES, HANBIDGE,
WAXMAN, GIRAL, M. JONES, KHAN, HOWARD, CEPEDA-FREYTIZ, OTTEN,
KRAJEWSKI, GREEN, WEBSTER AND TAKAC, AUGUST 7, 2023

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
MARCH 26, 2024
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AN ACT
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Reertry—Programs
AMENDING TITLE 61 (PRISONS AND PAROLE) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, ESTABLISHING THE IDENTIFICATION UPON
REENTRY PROGRAM.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Seetteonr—3—TFitle—66+——of +thePennsyivania—ttonsolidated— <=--
CHAPTER4OA

ITEOENPIF AT ION—TPON—REENTERY
See+
45A0—T5Scope—of——echapter—
4092 02— Pbefinitions—
4003 —Fstabtishment~
4004 —PAcdministErations
497 085—Guidetlines—
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13 &£45A65—~6uidetines—

14 The—foltowing—uidetines—shatt—appiys

15 {tH—Prior—to—theretlease—ofan—etigibte——offender—the—
16 department—in—consuttation—with—the bepartment—of Human—

17 Serviees—and—the—Pepartment—of—Transportation,—shalt—assist—
18 ap—etieaibte—offender—in—obtaining—the—foltowinegs

19 i—Abirthecertificater

20 i —ASeocial—Seeurity—cards

21 fiii—A-photo—ddentification—ecards

22 i r—Adriver'sJicense—in—the formofacamera—

23 cards

24 tr—Awork—permits

25 {2)—Oree—an—eliegibleoffender—is medeaware—of +the—

26 etigibte—offenderts—apbitity—toparticipate—and—avartapbte—

27

28

29 S—TFhe—department;—in——consuttation—with—thePepartment—
30 ofHuman—Services—and—the Pepartment—of Fransportation;—shatt—
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10 Pepartment—of Transportation—mayr promulagate—rules—and—

11 regulationsrecessary—to—imptement—this—echapter—
12 Section—2+—This—act—shatl—take effect—in66—days~
13 SECTION 1. TITLE 61 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED

14 STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:

15 CHAPTER 49A
16 IDENTIFTCATION UPON REENTRY
17 SEC.

18 49A01. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

19 49A02. DEFINITIONS.

20 49A03. ESTABLISHMENT.

21 49A04. ADMINISTRATION.

22 49A05. GUIDELINES.

23 49A06. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PAYING COSTS.

24 49A07. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

25 § 49A01. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

26 THIS CHAPTER RELATES TO THE TIDENTIFICATION UPON REENTRY

27 PROGRAM.

28 § 49A02. DEFINITIONS.

29 THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER

30 SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
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CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ASSIST." PRINTING NECESSARY FORMS, ENSURING THAT AN

ELTGIBLE OFFENDER HAS FILLED FORMS OUT CORRECTLY WITH SUFEFICIENT

INFORMATION, FACTLTITATING COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AN EILTIGIBLE

OFFENDER AND STATE AGENCTIES AND KEEPTNG AN ELTGIBLE OFFENDER

UPDATED ON THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THETIR CASE.

"COSTS." APPLICATION FEES AND TRANSLATION SERVICES AND OTHER

GOODS OR SERVICES THAT REQUIRE A PAYMENT FROM AN ELIGIBLE

OFFENDER.

"ELTGIBLE OFFENDER." AN INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL WHO IS TO BE

RELEASED FROM A STATE CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION AND HAS DECIDED

TO PARTICIPATE TN THE PROGRAM.

"PROGRAM." THE TDENTIFICATION UPON REENTRY PROGRAM

ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 49A03 (RELATING TO ESTABLISHMENT) .

§ 49A03. ESTABLISHMENT.

THE DEPARTMENT, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH AND THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, SHALL ESTABLISH THE

IDENTIFICATION UPON REENTRY PROGRAM TO PROVIDE ELIGIBLE

OFFENDERS WITH BIRTH CERTIFICATES, SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS, PHOTO

IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND DRIVER'S LICENSES UPON RELEASE FROM A

STATE CORRECTTONAL TINSTITUTION.

§ 49A04. ADMINISTRATION.

THE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADMINISTERED AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEATLTH AND THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHALL ESTABLISH POLICIES

NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING PROGRAM

REQUIREMENTS AND IMPLEMENTATION.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF HFEATTH AND THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION MAY SEFK FEDERAL OR STATE

FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE PROGRAM.
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(3) THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHALL DEVELOP MONITORING AND

ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEMS TO CONEFIRM THAT THE PROGRAM IS BEING

EFFICIENTLY CARRTIED OUT. THE MONITORING AND ACCOUNTABILITY

SYSTEMS SHALL TINCLUDE THE SUBMISSTION OF AN ANNUAL REPORT TO

THE LAW AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE AND THE JUDICIARY

COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. THE ANNUAL REPORT

SHALL INCLUDE THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF OFFENDERS RELEASED

WITH BIRTH CERTIFICATES, PHOTO IDENTIEFICATION CARDS AND

DRIVER'S LICENSES AND THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF OFFENDERS

RELEASED WITHOUT SUCH DOCUMENTS AND THE REASONS WHY.

§ 49A05. GUIDELINES.

THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES SHALTL APPLY:

(1) PRIOR TO THE RELEASE OF AN ELIGIBLE OFFENDER, THE

DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION, SHALL ASSIST AN ELIGIBLE OFFENDER IN

OBTAINING THE FOLLOWING:

(I) A PHOTO IDENTIFTCATION CARD; OR

(IT) A DRIVER'S LICENSE.

(2) ONCE AN ELTGTIBLE OFFENDER TS MADE AWARE OF THE

EITGIRBLE OFFENDER'S ABTILITY TO PARTICIPATE AND AVATLABLE

OPTIONS UNDER THE PROGRAM, THE ELIGIBLE OFFENDER MAY OPT OUT

OF PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAM.

(3) THE DEPARTMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT

OF HEALTH AND THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, SHALL

ASSIST AN ELIGIBLE OFFENDER IN OBTAINING THE NECESSARY

DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING A SOCIAL SECURITY CARD AND BIRTH

CERTIFTICATE, NEEDED TO APPLY FOR A DRIVER'S LICENSE OR PHOTO

IDENTIFTCATION CARD.

(4) IF AN ELTIGIBLE OFFENDER WAS BORN IN ANOTHER STATE OR
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BECAME A UNITED STATES CITIZEN OR A NATURALIZED CITIZEN, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL ASSIST THE ELIGIBLE OFFENDER IN OBTAINING

THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS FROM THE APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO

APPLY FOR A PHOTO IDENTIFICATION CARD OR DRIVER'S TICENSE.

(5) UPON APPLTCATION, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION,

IN COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT, SHALL ISSUE A RENEWED OR

REPLACEMENT DRIVER'S TICENSE TO AN ELTIGIBLE OFFENDER DEEMED

ELIGIBLE TO DRIVE. IF AN ELIGIBLE OFFENDER'S DRIVER'S LICENSE

IS EXPIRED OR THE ELIGIBLE OFFENDER IS IN NEED OF A

REPLACEMENT DRIVER'S TLICENSE, THE DEPARTMENT, TN COOPERATION

WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, SHALL ASSIST THE

EITGIBLE OFFENDER WITH RENEWING THE EILTGIBLE OFFENDER'S

DRIVER'S LICENSE OR REQUESTING A REPLACEMENT.

(6) UPON APPLICATION, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION,

IN COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT SHATTL TISSUE A NEW, RENEWED

OR REPLACEMENT PHOTO IDENTIFICATION CARD TO AN ELIGIBLE

OFFENDER.

(1) IF AN ELTGIBLE OFFENDER'S DRIVING PRIVILEGE IS UNDER

A TERM OR INDEFINITE SUSPENSION BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION, THE DEPARTMENT, TN COOPERATION WITH THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, SHALL PROVIDE THE OFFENDER WITH

A RESTORATION REQUIREMENTS LETTER AND THE DEPARTMENT SHATTL

ASSIST THE ELTIGIBLE OFFENDER IN APPLYING FOR A PHOTO

IDENTIFICATION CARD.

(8) IF AN ELIGIBLE OFFENDER'S DRIVER'S LICENSE IS

EXPIRED OR THE ELIGIBLE OFFENDER IS IN NEED OF A REPLACEMENT

DRIVER'S LICENSE, THE DEPARTMENT, IN COOPERATION WITH THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, SHALL ASSIST THE ELIGIBLE

OFFENDER WITH RENEWING THE ELIGIBLE OFFENDER'S DRIVER'S

LICENSE OR REQUESTING A REPLACEMENT.
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(9) IF AN ELIGIBLE OFFENDER'S DRIVING PRIVILEGE CANNOT

BE REINSTATED PRIOR TO RELEASE, THE DEPARTMENT, IN

COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, SHALL

INFORM THE ELTGIBLE OFFENDER OF THE OPTION TO APPLY FOR AN

OCCUPATIONAL LIMITED LICENSE OR A PROBATIONARY LTCENSE AND

PROVIDE INFORMATION RELATING TO OCCUPATIONAL LIMITED LICENSES

AND PROBATIONARY LICENSES.

§ 49A06. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PAYING COSTS.

AN ELTGIBLE OFFENDER SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE EFOR ANY COSTS

ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER.

§ 49A07. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEATTH AND THE DEPARTMENT

OF TRANSPORTATION MAY PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATTIONS NECESSARY

TO IMPLEMENT THIS CHAPTER.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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