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A RESOLUTION
Designating April 12, 2024, as "Volunteer Firefighter Day" in
Pennsylvania to honor the brave men and women who make

sacrifices to protect their community as volunteer
firefighters.

WHEREAS, Volunteer firefighters hear the fire alarm at any
hour of the day or night and rush from their homes to fight a
house fire, save passengers in a car accident or aid in other
emergency situations; and

WHEREAS, Volunteer firefighters have witnessed deep tragedy
but also joy and relief when they have protected someone from
harm; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania has a rich history in volunteer
firefighting; and

WHEREAS, Benjamin Franklin formed the first volunteer
firefighting force, called the Union Fire Company, in 1736 and

served as America's first volunteer fire chief; and



1 WHEREAS, In 1820, Marina Betts became the first recorded

2 female volunteer firefighter in Pittsburgh, and volunteered for
3 almost 20 years according to the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review; and
4 WHEREAS, The number of volunteer firefighters in this

5 Commonwealth is between 36,000 and 38,000, but that number has
6 dropped from 300,000 in 1975; and

7 WHEREAS, This Commonwealth must find ways to promote

8 wvolunteer firefighting, especially in our rural communities;

9 therefore be it
10 RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives designate April
11 12, 2024, as "Volunteer Firefighter Day" in Pennsylvania to
12 honor the brave men and women who make sacrifices to protect

13 their communities as volunteer firefighters.
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