






� Senior Citizen Property
Tax & Rent Rebates
More than 17,600 Berks County

seniors received a record of $8.5
million in property tax and rent rebates
and rebate supplements this past
year. The PTRR program benefits
seniors age 65 and older, widows/
widowers age 50 and older and
disabled adults 18 and older. The
income limit for qualifying home-
owners is now $35,000 and for
renters is $15,000 — with one-half
of Social Security not counted in the
income calculations. The maximum
regular rebate for both homeowners
and renters is $650. Some senior
homeowners are now also qualifying
for supplemental rebates up to an
added $325. PTRR applications for
the “2009 tax year” will be available
in February. If you received a rebate
this year, you will automatically
receive a new application in the mail.
Annual applications are required for
the program. For further information
and assistance, visit the “Property
Tax and Rent Rebate” link on my
website at www.senator-opake.com
or call my district office.

� Programs to Benefit You
� Home Heating Assistance

Pennsylvania’s Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, or
LIHEAP, is helping to take the cold out of winter for those among us who
need help the most – those living at, near or below the poverty level.
LIHEAP cash grants to help families pay their heating bills can range from
$100 to $1,000. Starting January 4, crisis grants will also be available to
help qualifying households in emergency situations. To find out more, call
the Berks County Assistance Office at 610-736-4228, the LIHEAP
hotline at 1-866-857-7095 or my office at 610-929-2151.

� Children’s Health Insurance
Pennsylvania’s first-in-the-nation Children’s Health Insurance Program

(CHIP) is working today to provide quality health care coverage to more
than 197,000 previously uninsured Pennsylvania children — a record.
Expanded in 2006 toward the goal of covering all uninsured Pennsylvania
kids, the program provides “free” or reduced-cost children’s coverage
based on family income. New income eligibility guidelines will become
effective in the spring. For more detailed information on eligibility, visit
www.chipcoverspakids.com or call toll-free at 1-800-986-KIDS.

� Do You Have Unclaimed Property?
The Pennsylvania state Treasury is holding over $1.5 billion in “unclaimed

property” — things like abandoned bank accounts, forgotten stocks, and
unpaid life insurance benefits. This property from inactive accounts is
turned over to the state until claimed by the rightful owners. One in ten Penn-
sylvanians has unclaimed property. There is no charge to claim what’s yours.
To find out if the state is holding anything that belongs to you, visit the
“unclaimed property” link on my website or call toll-free at 1-800-222-2046.

In our current difficult economic times, more and more families are in need of help.
As a member of the General Assembly's Anti-Hunger Caucus, I have been working to
help ensure that food banks have the resources to meet the increased demand. This
past year, I conducted a food drive at my office in conjunction with the National
Association of Letter Carriers for the benefit of the Greater Berks Food Bank. I will
kick off my second annual food drive this spring. In the meantime, anyone interested
in joining this effort should contact the Greater Berks Food Bank at 610-926-5802.

WE’RE HERE
TO SERVE YOU!

STATE APPLICATIONS
Driver's License

Vehicle Registration/Renewal
Notary Public • State Income Tax

Birth and/or Death Certificate
� � �

SENIOR CITIZENS’ ASSISTANCE
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Form

PACE • Personal Records booklet
Reduced Auto Registration

� � �

HELP FOR FAMILIES
CHIP Information

PHEAA Applications
Fuel Assistance Information

And Others!!

� Food Bank



� Balancing the 2009-10 State Budget

Antietam $3,287,886 8.88% $268,232
Boyertown $14,233,241 3.81% $522,089
Brandywine Heights $3,926,155 2.00% $76,984
Conrad Weiser $6,014,365 6.31% $357,166
Daniel Boone $8,404,686 7.87% $613,274
Exeter Township $8,351,870 5.93% $467,473
Fleetwood $5,822,082 9.31% $495,861
Governor Mifflin $5,480,402 7.84% $398,200
Hamburg $6,458,132 7.21% $434,076
Kutztown $3,167,034 2.00% $62,099
Muhlenberg $4,366,206 22.31% $796,307
Oley Valley $3,705,025 2.00% $72,648
Reading $116,029,024 13.29% $13,607,421
Schuylkill Valley $2,381,284 2.00% $46,692
Tulpehocken $3,936,940 4.34% $163,866
Twin Valley $4,876,868 5.25% $243,164
Wilson $6,622,556 4.90% $309,587
Wyomissing $1,219,514 7.38% $83,790
TOTAL $208,283,270 $19,018,929
Part 11th Senatorial District
Upper Perkiomen $8,547,909 4.74% $386,810

Berks County Basic Education % BEF Dollar
School Districts Funding (BEF) Increase BEF Increase

� 2009-10 Education Funding

F aced with a record $3.2 billion
state revenue deficit caused by

the worst economic downturn since
the Great Depression, Pennsylvania
endured one of the most difficult
budget struggles in state history.
With little or no appetite by anyone
to raise taxes during these tough
times, the challenge of balancing
the budget while averting any in-
crease in broad-based taxes on
our people was no easy task.

In the end, painful cuts were
made throughout the budget.
Spending was slashed by $524
million below last year. A total of
142 state government programs
were completely eliminated and
360 others cut.

At the same time, however, the
final budget compromise restored
critical funding for nursing homes,
veterans homes, hospitals and
services for the disabled.

Where the Money Goes:
Local Schools .........................35.1%
Higher Education ......................7.2%
Health Care / Hospitals /
Nursing Homes .......................19.8%
Other Human Services ...........17.7%
Corrections ...............................6.4%
Debt............................................3.6%
General Assembly.....................1.1%
All Other.....................................9.1%

100%

School Funding Increase Saves Local Taxpayers
One of the few areas that escaped a funding cut was education. As a

matter of fact, state funding for our school districts was boosted by $300
million to a total of $5.5 billion. Overall, Berks County’s school districts fared
extremely well. They received an overall basic education subsidy increase
of more than $19 million to a total of $208.3 million — a $19 million savings
for local taxpayers. At a time when local revenues, like state revenues,
were down sharply from the recession, the state funding increase was
especially important to guard against an even bigger bite out of the pockets
of our already overburdened local school property taxpayers.

State Capitol
Tours Available

Senator O’Pake welcomes groups
from the 11th District to the State

Capitol in Harrisburg. For more
information on touring the 100-year-

old beautiful State Capitol, contact
the district office at 610-929-2151.

Senator O’Pake visits witih students
from Boyertown Elementary School on

their recent trip to the Capitol.
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1. Do you support my proposal (SB 82) to reduce the size of the state General Assembly
from 50 to 40 senators and from 203 to 121 House members and save the taxpayers
an estimated $12 million?

2. As a way to plug holes in our state budget and to protect the environment, would you favor
Pennsylvania's enactment of a severance tax on the extraction of natural gas from
Pennsylvania's rich Marcellus Shale deposits?

3. Currently, there is a study underway to determine the viability of passenger rail service between
Wyomissing and the Philadelphia region. One possible funding source to maintain the rail
service would be the implementation of a toll along stretches of Rt. 422 E through Montgomery
County. Would you support such a toll in order to help offset the cost of rail service?

4. As the City of Reading and other municipalities are facing difficult financial times, Mayor
McMahon and others have proposed a 1 percent county sales tax to help finance local
government services and relieve the burden on county and municipal property taxes.
Do you favor such a proposal?

5. A recent study shows that Pennsylvania is 5th in the nation in per capita state spending on
local libraries. Local government support, however, is near the bottom. Do you favor
increasing local government taxes to support local libraries?

—Questionnaire—

��  YES ��  NO

��  YES ��  NO

��  YES ��  NO

��  YES ��  NO

��  YES ��  NO

Please cut this page from the newsletter, fold, insert in envelope, apply 44¢ stamp and mail to:
STATE SENATOR MIKE O’PAKE

Senate Box 203011 • Harrisburg, PA 17120-3011

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO RESPOND TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE.

Go Green!
Sign up for paperless newsletters and updates by visiting

www.senator-opake.com




