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It has been more than 16 years since Pennsyl-
vania enacted a meaningful transportation

funding program and two years since a special
task force recommended comprehensive fund-
ing options.  Yet, our transportation network
remains in dire need of long-overdue mainte-
nance, construction and safety upgrades.   

Pennsylvania has more structurally deficient
bridges – nearly 4,400 – than any other state in
the nation, and 23 percent of its 44,000 miles of
state-owned roads are in poor condition.  A re-
cent report by a national transportation group
found that the poor state of Pennsylvania’s
roads and bridges costs state residents $9.4 bil-
lion annually in vehicle operating costs, conges-
tion delays and traffic accidents.  Those statistics
make it clear that state residents are paying the
price for our deteriorating infrastructure. 

To address those concerns, the Senate 

overwhelmingly passed legislation I sponsored to
increase Pennsylvania’s annual transportation in-
vestment by $2.5 billion.  

Senate Bill 1 will raise the needed revenue through a
number of sources including adjusting outdated vehicle
and driver fees for inflation, surcharging fines for drivers
who violate traffic laws, uncapping the Oil Company
Franchise Tax over three years, and achieving significant
cost savings by modernizing many PennDOT services.

During the summer, the Senate Transportation
Committee, which I chair, held public hearings
across the state on the proposal.  Along with Trans-
portation Secretary Barry Schoch, we heard from
many groups that strongly support my plan.

They believe, as I do, that Senate Bill 1 will enable
us to begin investing in our transportation network
now – rather than continuing to put off much-needed
maintenance, construction and safety upgrades that
are crucial to our state’s future.  The time to act is now.

Several of Many
Groups Supporting 
Senate Bill 1:

• AARP

• PA Chamber of 
Business & Industry

• SEPTA

• PA Farm Bureau

• PA Forest Products
Association

• PA Society of 
Professional Engineers

• PA County 
Commissioners and
Townships
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Helping our Community Pharmacies
Health care consumers will have improved access to community

pharmacies under a new law which I authored.  This new law
provides consumers with the opportunity to use retail community
pharmacies, at the same cost to insurance companies, Blue Cross and
Blue Shield plans, government programs, and employers as currently
incurred when using mail order pharmacies.  It also supports our local
pharmacies, which are important to our communities.

Leveling the competitive marketplace will also reduce health care
costs by promoting more effective face-to-face consultations, avoiding
the waste often associated with dispensing only long-term supplies of
medications, and promoting more effective medication therapy man-
agement.

While some consumers prefer to use mail order pharmacies, surveys
of consumer preferences indicate that most patients prefer the conven-
ience and personal service offered by community pharmacies and
often develop trusted relationships with their local pharmacists.

Senator Raf-
ferty joins the 
Lionville Youth
Association
Little League
Pennsylvania
Champions
who were rec-
ognized on the
Senate floor.

The high cost of medical
liability insurance is a

major burden for doctors,
particularly specialists, and is
driving many health care
practitioners out of Pennsylva-
nia.  To address this growing
problem, I have reintroduced
legislation to freeze current
levels of coverage mandated
through the Medical Care

Availability and Reduction of Error
(MCARE) Act.  I introduced similar leg-
islation last session which passed the
Senate and the House, but was vetoed.

Senate Bill 878 would amend the
MCARE Act of 2002 by locking in fu-
ture basic insurance coverage require-
ments for hospitals, participating
health care providers, and non-partici-
pating health care providers as follows:

• $500,000 per occurrence or claim and
$1.5 million per annual aggregate for
a participating health care provider
that is not a hospital. 

• $1,000,000 per occurrence
or claim and $3 million per
annual aggregate for a non-
participating health care
provider.

• $500,000 per occurrence or claim and
$2.5 million per annual aggregate for
a hospital.

This legislation will enable doctors
to maintain a basic coverage level at
$500,000.  They won’t be driven out of
business or out of state by increasing
liability costs.

Senate Approves 
CHIP Reauthorization,
Extension
The Senate recently approved House Bill

108, legislation reauthorizing and extend-
ing the life of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) through December 31, 2015.
The bill was approved by the House of Repre-
sentatives and signed into law.

The legislation also removes the current re-
quirement for children to go six months without
insurance before they are eligible for coverage –
providing them immediate access to quality care.  

Pennsylvania’s CHIP program is one of the
Commonwealth’s true success stories and has
served as a model for similar programs across
the country.  Tens of thousands of Pennsylva-
nians lead healthy and productive lives be-
cause of the essential medical services they
received as children through CHIP, and thou-
sands of young people are today benefitting
from the program.

Keeping Doctors in PA 



Bill Would Encourage
Hiring of Older Workers
Irecently introduced legislation that will en-

courage companies to hire older workers by
offering them a tax credit for doing so.  Senate
Bill 945 would provide employers with a tax
credit against their corporate net income tax
liability if they hire individuals 55 years of age
or older for full-time employment.

The prevalence in downsizing and outsourc-
ing in recent years has left thousands of quali-
fied individuals out of work.  A large number of
these individuals are highly skilled with many
years of experience in their respective fields.  My
bill would help them find employment.

Bringing Fairness to Our
Property Tax System
Rising property taxes are a concern for all

Pennsylvanians, and our current taxing sys-
tem is outdated and unfair.  We need a better
way to fund our public schools rather than rely-
ing on a tax created in the early 1800s. That’s
why I am cosponsoring Senate Bill 76 – also
known as the Property Tax Independence Act.

The proposal has grassroots support through-
out the state, with the Pennsylvania Coalition of
Taxpayer Associations firmly behind the bill.

Senator Rafferty joins students who attended his “Senator for a Day”
event.

Senator Rafferty honors PA Gold Star Mothers
and Families, who suffered the supreme sacrifice
in the loss of their sons, daughters and family
members who served in the line of duty in the
Armed Forces of the U.S. or its allies, or died as a
result of injuries sustained in such service.

Each year, the Pennsylvania Treasury re-
ceives millions of dollars in unclaimed

property – things like abandoned bank ac-
counts, forgotten stocks, uncashed checks, cer-
tificates of deposit, life insurance policies, safe
deposit box contents, and recovered stolen
property.

The Treasury staff is seeking the owners of
over $1.9 billion in unclaimed property. In
2012, the office returned about $100 million
to rightful owners.

Find out if you have unclaimed property in
your name.  

After you’ve checked to see if the Treasury is
holding property in your name, learn more
about other Treasury programs: Better Choice,
a short-term loan program to help cash-
strapped working families make ends meet; 
Keystone HELP, a low-interest home im-
provement loan program to slash your en-
ergy bills; and the PA 529 College Savings
Program to help families cut their taxes
while saving for college.

To search for unclaimed property go to www.pa-
treasury.gov/Unclaimed/Search.html.

Does Treasury have Your Unclaimed Property? 



SENATOR
JOHN RAFFERTY
Reports to You

Senate Box 203044
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3044

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
HARRISBURG, PA 
PERMIT NO. 603

Display Your Appreciation and Support for Veterans

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Penn -
DOT) has begun issuing the new “Honoring Our Veter-

ans” license plate. The license plate features an image of the
American Flag, a Bald Eagle and contains the words 
“Honoring Our
Veterans.”

The license
plate is available
for passenger
cars and light
trucks for the fee
of $35. Fifteen

dollars from each license plate goes to the Veterans’ Trust
Fund which is used to support and assist Pennsylvania vet-
erans and their families through grants to veterans' service
organizations and charitable organizations.

Show your colors and support our veterans by ordering a
“Honoring Our Veterans” license plate from PennDOT. 
To apply for a license plate, please complete Form MV‐914,
“Application for Honoring Our Veterans 
License Plate.”  For more information go to 
www.dmv.state.pa.us/militarycenter/licenseplates.shtml.

PennDOT also offers other special fund plates and 
military license plates.
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Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Senator 
Rafferty
speaks at the
annual
Pennsylvania
Fraternal
Order of 
Police 
Memorial.

    


