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Pennsylvania’s New Voter ID Law -
A Bad ldea

This summer Governor Corbett and the Republican controlled
legislature passed one of the toughest voter ID laws in the nation. The
law requires voters in Pennsylvania to show an approved ID before
they are allowed to vote. Unfortunately, the strict requirements
disproportionally affect minorities and seniors; many of which live in
Philadelphia and in the First Senatorial District. In fact, a recent AFL-
CIO study showed that the highest number of registered seniors who
do not have a proper photo ID live in the first district. | think any
legislation that decreases the number of eligible voters is not good for
the democratic process.

I voted against this law, and continue to stand with local and state
leaders who are working to overturn it in court. I've also joined my
colleagues to support legislation that would repeal the new voter ID
law, in addition to increasing penalties for voter impersonation. The
voter ID law is being challenged in court, and | hope it will be declared
unconstitutional, but in order to vote in November you need to have a
valid, non-expired:

e U.S. government ID with a name, photograph and expiration date;

e U.S. military ID;

* PA or PennDOT ID with a name, photograph and
expiration date; or

* An ID issued by a Pennsylvania care facility
with a name, photograph and expiration date.
If you need help getting your valid ID or birth certificate or have
questions about the new law, my staff and | are here to help. Please
continue to stay informed about voter ID by visiting my
website or the Committee of Seventy at www.seventy.org.
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< Fghting for Fair Property Reassessments

d V- p 3 Earlier this year, the Nutter
Tk F { g o} | Administration sought to implement new
: ' 1 property tax rates for the upcoming tax
year before it released updated property
values to homeowners. The reassessment
effort — dubbed the Actual Value Initiative
(AVI) — has been a much-needed and
long sought reform. However, it needs to
be done in a way that restores confidence
in the fairness of the system, and not as
an excuse for a hidden tax increase.
Enacting a new property tax structure
without having full knowledge of values

Area leaders and | called on Mayor Nutter to get the property tax reassessment would have been unfair to homeowners
program right. Pictured (L to R) are Councilmen Green and Squilla, Rep. Boyle, myself, and businesses.

Sen. Stack, tax reform advocate Brett Mendel, and Reps. Youngblood, Brownlee, and g g o o . ]
Donatucci. Not pictured are Rep. Mike O’Brien, Sens. Kitchen and Washington, and W(?rklng Wlth el.eCted officials in City
Queen Village Neighbors Association President Jeff Hornstein. Council and in Harrisburg, we passed

legislation that allowed the city to delay
AVI for one year. This will give City

Homeowners may be able to save money on next year’s property tax bill

by applying for a Homestead Exemption before November 15, 2012. Council the opportunity to fully analyze
To see if you are eligible, or to apply, please visit www.phila.gov or call the impact of new assessments on all of
215-686-9200. For more information about your property and tax bill, or Philadelphia’s property owners before
to obtain your OPA Number, visit the Office of Property Assessment’s next year’s budget debate, ensuring a
website at www.opa.phila.gov and click on Property Search. fairer and more open process.

Property and Rent Rehates = $10 Vehicle Registration
Financial help with your property If you are retired and have a
- taxes and rent are available if you are: | total, annual income of less than
“m}omlng Naw * 65_ or older, a widow or $19,200 you may be eligible for a
v -I- = widower 50 or older, or 18 or reduced, $10 vehicle registration
ard ransno"allon older and permanently disabled; | foa A downloadable form (MV-371)
For“m * A homeowner and have a total is available on PennDOT'’s website
income not exceeding $35,000 or at my District Office
This September I'll be hosting a year; or dah . oot
a transportation forum * A renter an' ave a total Income
not exceeding $15,000 annually.
to look at how we can make

the Navy Yard more accessible.

' Get Your Free
Wat = -
District Cao(r:mection necvcllng Bln

and my website for details. Help make Philadelphia the
greenest city in the nation by
recycling. My office has free
recycle bins, so stop in and pick
one up today.




< Improving Philly's Taxi Service

Taxicabs play a critical role in the First Senatorial District, both for long-
time residents and the thousands of people who visit our convention center,
museums and historic sites. Earlier this year, | introduced legislation (Senate
Bill 1533), which would authorize an additional 200 taxi medallions on top
of the 1,600 already authorized in the city. Most importantly, my legislation
would require that these new taxis be handicapped accessible.

Despite a hard fight, the General Assembly gave final approval to
legislation (Act 119), which would only add fifteen new handicapped taxis
each year over the next ten years. While this is not the best solution, it is a
small step in the right direction for getting Philadelphia on par with other large
cities in opening up new transit opportunities for physically disabled
residents and visitors. | will continue the effort for more accessible cabs and
improved taxi service.

< Defending Women's Access to
Healthcare

I was honored to be the keynote speaker at a rally protesting the Republican plan
to limit access to health services and require some women to undergo invasive
ultrasounds.

Since my first day in office, I've been fighting for women and their right to

access safe healthcare. | was shocked when | read House Bill 1077, an un-
conscionable bill that could require women to undergo an unnecessary and

humiliating transvaginal ultrasound to access reproductive healthcare services.

To demonstrate how ridiculous and objectionable this proposal was, |
introduced legislation (Senate Bill 1463) that would require men to undergo
similarly invasive tests in order to obtain erectile dysfunction medication. |
believe we should be protecting and expanding healthcare services, not
creating barriers to access.

As a result of coordinated efforts, many legislators were forced to withdraw

their support for House Bill 1077, and we made sure this awful legislation
never got to the governor’s desk.

Governor Corbett’s new, $27.66
billion Fiscal Year 2012-2013 budget
was hard on human services programs,
but held the line on education funding.
| voted against the plan because it cut:

* $150 million in funding for a safety
net that helped thousands of abused
women, the disabled and children
who are without custodial parents;

e County human service programs by
$84 million; and

e Mental health services, homeless
assistance and drug and alcohol
programs.

Fortunately, we were able to reverse

many of the Governor’s drastic cuts to:

e State-related universities which
includes area universities and the
14 schools in the State System of
Higher Education;

e The Accountability Block Grant, it
could have been decreased by $100
million, which helps schools fund
essential programs like kindergarten;
and

e Distressed school districts

throughout Pennsylvania.

For me, the decision to vote no was
easy. We should not cut welfare and
human service funding, we should not
give $375 million in corporate tax
breaks and we should not balance the
budget on the backs of those in need
when budget officials are projecting a
$400 million year-end surplus.

L 2 & 4

New Hit and Run Legislation

Thanks to a bipartisan effort, our
streets are safer. This summer the
Governor signed legislation (Act 93)
that stiffens penalties for hit and run
drivers, especially when there is a
fatality. The Act, which is similar to
legislation | introduced last year
(Senate Bills 888 and 889), will better
protect innocent pedestrians and
cyclists in our neighborhoods.
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4 Southport Marine Termmal MIWBS Forward

| recently toured construction
progress at the site of the future
Southport Marine Terminal at the
Philadelphia Navy Yard. When
completed, Southport will be a
world-class container shipping
facility positioned to take full
advantage of Philadelphia’s
unparalleled access to rail and
highway transportation.

Southport was created in 2010
by state legislation, adding to the
more than 660 acres of active port
land currently managed by the
Philadelphia Regional Port Authority.
Last fall, the state released an
additional $15 million toward
Delaware River dredging needed for
port access.

Southport represents a unique
opportunity to establish a new
facility while creating thousands of
family-sustaining jobs.

<+ Expanding Gonsumer Choice:
Direct Shipment of Wine Bill Advances

The Senate unanimously passed legislation that would permit the
direct shipment of wine from across the United States to the home of
Pennsylvanians. Under the current law consumers can only purchase
nine liters a month of wine from a licensed direct wine shipper, and it
can only be sent to a PA Wine & Spirits Shop for pickup.

Senate Bill 790, which I sponsored and is similar to a measure |

introduced last March, would
allow you to receive up to 18
liters of wine, or twenty-four 750
milliliter bottles, through monthly [
direct shipments. You would also
be allowed to purchase your
wine from Pennsylvania Liquor
Board-licensed shippers online,
through the mail or by telephone.
The legislation is currently being
considered by the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives.

James McDermott, Executive Director of the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority gives
me a tour at the Navy Yard as abandoned military housing is razed to make way for
Southport construction.
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More than 300 area seniors joined me for my latest Senior Expo. We
talked about everything from Harrisburg legislation, to this year’s
new budget, to health services and the Phillies. The Expo was held at
South Philadelphia High School and was the best yet. Thanks to all
for attending.

The Philadelphia Housing Authority unveiled
a Martin Luther King Jr. Historical Marker to
commemorate Dr. King’s visit to Philadelphia
and his speech to residents and members of
the community at the Hawthorne Projects on
August 4, 1965.

U.S. Congressman Bob Brady and | chatted about the latest
developments in Philadelphia, Harrisburg and Washington, D.C. during
his Breakfast with Brady Radio Show. The live program is broadcast on
the last Monday of every month; this one was at the Oregon Diner.

This year I held my Third Annual Business
Funding Seminar. It took place at The Moore
College of Art & Design so area small and large
businesses could learn about state and local
services, funding opportunities and the current
trends that are shaping business in Philadelphia
and throughout Pennsylvania.

I had the pleasure of presenting St. Maron’s CDC with a state capital funding check for
$250,000 to help create 64 units of affordable senior housing on Ellsworth St. The
effort is the culmination of five years of work by Mayor Nutter, former Councilman
DiCicco and community, business and church leaders.

This Fall I’'m planning to visit Senior Centers throughout the First Senatorial District, so if you would like
to schedule a visit, please call my District Office at 215-952-3121.
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< Fighting for Gampaign Finance Reform

Everyone’s voice should carry the same influence in city
hall and the state capital. Earlier this year, | hosted a public
hearing of the Senate Democratic Policy Committee to discuss
legislation that would increase transparency and limit the
influence of special interests and wealthy donors in campaigns.

Pennsylvania is one of the few states with no dollar limits on
campaign contributions. Senate Bill 1260, which | sponsored,
would impose campaign contribution limits on all individual,
party and candidate political committees for legislative, judicial
and other statewide races. The committee heard testimony from
experts who helped us better understand how contribution
limits, which have successfully been in place in Philadelphia
since 2007, could be applied statewide.

I also sponsored legislation (Senate Bill 1394) to require that
campaign finance reports be filed electronically and with greater
frequency. Right now most finance reports can be filed on paper,
which is administratively expensive and creates a delay of
several months before contribution information is posted online.

I heard testimony on campaign finance reform legislation
at a Senate Democratic Policy Committee hearing in
Philadelphia. Joining me were Senate Democratic Leader
Jay Costa (D-Allegheny) and Policy Committee
Chairwoman Lisa Boscola (D-Northampton).

< 100 Percent from Gonservation Voters PA

| have always fought to protect our natural resources, so | was proud to be
recognized as one of the legislature’s environmental champions with a 100
percent rating from Conservation Voters PA. Every legislator in Pennsylvania was
graded on his or her stance on a variety of environmental issues, including
Marcellus Shale drilling and the Republican backed impact fee. | voted against
the impact fee bill because gas drillers need to pay their fair share through a
reasonable severance tax, just like they do in other states.




