
n June 29, the Senate
passed the fiscal year
2012-2013 budget by a

vote of 32-17. 
I voted against the plan

because it makes deep cuts to
vital programs for the poor and
elderly in the wake of $375 million
in tax incentives for businesses
and a projected $400 million
revenue surplus. 

I refuse to believe that the
Corbett Administration has no
choice but to inflict this kind of
pain on our children, our seniors,
and the poor. The $27.656 billion
spending plan includes $150
million in welfare cuts and elimin-
ation of the General Assistance
grants program, ending benefits
for 70,000 Pennsylvanians. 

The budget also slashes $84
million from the county human
services fund, and makes deep
cuts to child care assistance,
mental health services, and
community-based home care
initiatives for seniors. 

In difficult economic times
these assistance programs allow
families to get back on their feet.
I am appalled that these programs

have been slashed so cruelly.
This budget also neglects the

needs of seniors, many of whom
rely on Area Agencies on Aging for
their health care needs. The regula-
tion changes and cuts made to 
these services will cause seniors 
and their families great confusion as
they attempt to navigate the world
of elderly health care. 

This budget illustrates 
how the governor has 
forsaken disadvantaged
Pennsylvanians, instead 
favoring tax breaks for 

energy companies and big
businesses.

I was able to lift myself out of
hard times thanks to the very
programs that were cut, and my
heart breaks for those who will be
left behind by this Administration’s
disregard for those who need
government the most.

O

LeAnna Washington
State Senator
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� HEMAP Update 

ments to avoid foreclosure. I am very
pleased that we are able to give hard-
working families a chance to regain 
their financial footing.

If you have questions about HEMAP
or would like to apply, please visit the
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency’s
website at www.phfa.org or call 1-800-
342-2397. Additionally, you can contact
any of my offices for further assistance.

For the upcoming fiscal year,
HEMAP will receive part of $18
million from the Homeowners
Assistance Settlement Fund to fund
mortgage assistance measures.
HEMAP will receive 90% of the
funding and the other 10% will be
reserved for funding consumer
protection programs. 

An additional $6 million will be
available to immediately address
residual backlog from the program’s
dormancy. HEMAP will receive $12
million in future years. 

I reported in my Spring Newslet-
ter about Senate Bill 1364, legislation
I introduced in January to reinstate
HEMAP. My bill would have annually

allocated $15 million in table games
revenue for the program. 

While I am disappointed that
HEMAP will receive less funding in
coming years, I applaud the bi-
partisan effort to restart this vital
program.

HEMAP has helped over 46,000
Pennsylvanians stay in their homes
while they make alternative arrange-

am pleased to report that
Senate Bill 1433 was signed
into law. This measure

reinstates the Homeowners
Emergency Mortgage Assistance
Program (HEMAP).
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I am delighted that we are able to bring “Farmer John” King
back to the Wadsworth Avenue Farmer’s Market this year! In
its third year, the market provides a wonderful place for the
community to socialize; it also helps families on budgets stock
up on healthy food choices.

The market promotes better eating through access to
inexpensive, nutritious options as alternatives to the cheap and
highly-processed food that many local corner stores stock.

The market will offer fresh fruit and vegetables, fresh apple
cider, homemade butter, cakes, pies, hanging plants, flowers,
and many other items as the season progresses.

The market is open on Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through October. It is located on the 1500 block of Wadsworth
Avenue, in front of my Wadsworth district office. Cash and
senior vouchers are accepted.

Wadsworth Farmer’s Market Returns for Third Year
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Senator Washington joined Representative Mike Gerber, Representative
Vanessa Brown, and Representative Michelle Brownlee in Harrisburg for
a legislative reception hosted by Planned Parenthood of Southeastern
Pennsylvania. Senator Washington received an award.

July 4th Parade

Read Across America

Senator Washington’s office partnered with PECO to host a
compact fluorescent light bulb (CFL) giveaway on April 19, 2012 in
her Montgomery County office.

Senator Washington
participates in the

“Women Organized
against Rape Walk and
Rally” on April 28, 2012.

Around
the 4th District

Senator Washington
shared some stories
with students of the

Gutman Early Learning
Center in Melrose Park.
The event was part of

Dr. Seuss’ Read Across
America Day on 
March 2, 2012.

�

Senator Washington
celebrates the 4th of July

with Scott and Casey
Weinstein and their

children Sadie and Libbie.

�
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General Assistance Cash Grant Program Ends August 1

A the visually disabled may still qualify
for other means of assistance. 

You must apply for these
programs as soon as possible to
ensure that you do not experience
unnecessary gaps in your benefits. 

The Department of Public
Welfare set up an appeals process

Other options may be available for some

for those who feel that they
unnecessarily lost their benefits or
may have qualified for other forms
of assistance. 

You must have filed your appeal
within 30 days of the date on your
notice. Your cash assistance ended
on July 31 regardless of whether
you appealed. 

My Senate Democratic
colleagues and I worked tirelessly to
restore the cash grant program and
I am deeply saddened that
Governor Corbett continues to turn
his back on the citizens who need
government the most. 

Want to stay connected? Sign up for my weekly eblast! 
Visit http://www.senatorwashington.com/newsroom/e-newsletters to read past editions and to sign up!

For more information, visit the 
Department of Public Welfare’s website 

or call their special helpline at 
1-800-692-7462

or contact one of my offices if 
you have further questions or need 

assistance with your appeal.

� Washington Introduces Voter ID Education Initiative

need to vote in this election.
As part of this program, my staff

and I will be working with local busi-
nesses, schools, senior facilities,
organizations, and churches to help
members of the community know
their voting rights and complete the
necessary forms to get an ID to vote 
in November.

It is very important that you take
steps now to make sure that you have
an accepted photo ID to vote. Do not

n March, Governor Corbett
signed the controversial Voter
ID bill into law. Under this leg-

islation, all voters are now required
to present valid identification each
time they go to the polls. 

As a result of this law, in the 4th
senate district, an estimated 40,000
registered voters do not have the
identification needed to vote in this
year’s election.

While the Corbett Administration
says that there are opportunities for
low cost or free IDs for voting pur-
poses, I worry that these new, harsh
requirements will disproportionately
affect older citizens, the poor,
students, veterans, and women –
many of whom are unable to afford
the transportation or other expenses
associated with getting a new ID. 

On July 20, I hosted a press con-
ference at Center in the Park, where
I announced my Voter ID Education
Initiative, which is aimed to help
citizens get the identification they

I

If you have questions about whether your ID will be accepted at the polls or need help
getting an ID, please do not hesitate to call my office and we will be happy to assist you.

wait until the last minute, or you risk
being turned away on Election Day.

Recently, lawyers for the Corbett
Administration stated that the state
is not aware of any instances of “in-
person voter fraud,” and that voter
fraud is not likely to occur in this
November’s election. 

This is the very type of fraud the
Republicans said caused them to
write this new law; however, there is
no clear evidence that voter fraud is
a problem in Pennsylvania.

This law is currently being chal-
lenged in Commonwealth Court. While
I remain hopeful that this unfair law
will be overturned, everyone must
still be prepared to show ID on
Election Day on November 6.

Be sure to visit my website 
for complete information
on the new Voter ID
requirements.

s you may already know, 
due to the Governor’s 
budget cuts, the General

Assistance cash grant program
ended on August 1, 2012. The
Department of Public Welfare has
mailed notices to those affected by
this change. Please be sure to
carefully read this. 

If you are one of the approxi-
mately 70,000 Pennsylvanians who
lost their benefits, you may be
eligible for assistance from other
programs. Pregnant women,
mothers caring for children, those
with severe illness, disability, and



� New Unemployment Compensation Law  
Restricts Benefits, Eligibility  

June 12, 2012 
Named AKA Sorority Day 

On June 12, over 70 Alpha Kappa Alpha
sorors from across Pennsylvania
participated in AKA Day at the Capitol.
AKA was presented with a Senate
citation to honor its international legacy
and continued service to Pennsylvania. I
am proud to be a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Omega Omega
chapter, and actively involved in the
work it does in service to the community.

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 27, 2012
5th Annual Walk 

to End Domestic Violence

he U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported that in
May nearly 475,000 Penn-

sylvanians were unemployed, and as
a result our unemployment com-
pensation claims continue to rise. 

Recently, Gov. Corbett signed
Senate Bill 1310 into law. This
measure overhauls many important
parts of our state’s unemployment
compensation laws. 

Pennsylvania currently owes the
Federal Government $3.5 billion
(before interest) in loan advance-
ments to help meet the Unemploy-
ment Compensation Fund’s
demands. Senate Bill 1310 seeks to
help the fund become solvent
through several methods, some of
which will affect workers who receive
unemployment compensation.

Over the next six years, the
amount of wages on which employ-
ees pay unemployment insurance
tax will rise from $8,000 to $10,000.
Maximum weekly benefits will be
frozen at $573 until 2019.

Changes to eligibility will include
an increased base year formula. As

of January 2013, 49.5 percent of
total base year wages must have
been paid in a quarter or quarters
outside the highest quarter in the
employee’s base year. Claimants will
not be able to qualify for more weeks
of benefits than weeks worked. 

Additionally, the Partial Benefit
Credit is lowered from 40 percent
of their weekly benefit rate to 30
percent. 

While I agree we need to find
realistic ways to reduce our federal
debt, I could not support this legis-
lation. This legislation creates more
obstacles to individuals and families
trying to get back on their feet. It
restricts access to unemployment
benefits and only allocates 5 percent
of employer contributions into the
Reemployment Fund. 

We should be helping folks pick
themselves back up, not create
barriers to their success. I pledge to
continue to work with my Senate
Democratic colleagues to find new
ways to put Pennsylvania back 
to work.
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If I can ever be of help to you, your family, or your friends,
please don’t hesitate to contact my office.

STATE APPLICATIONS
Driver's License • Vehicle Registration/Renewal • Notary Public

State Income Tax • Birth and/or Death Certificate

SENIOR CITIZENS’ ASSISTANCE
Property Tax/Rent Rebate Form • PACE • Social Security Benefit Info

Senior Programs pamphlet • Reduced Auto Registration 

HELP FOR FAMILIES
CHIP Information • PHEAA Applications • State Job Flyers

Fuel Assistance Information • Crime Prevention Handbook • And Others!!

WE’RE HERE TO SERVE YOU
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This year has already brought record-breaking heat to the region and
this summer promises to be one of the hottest on record. 

When the temperatures rise, it is important to take precautions to avoid
heat-related illness, such as heat exhaustion. Signs of heat exhaustion
include heavy sweating, paleness, muscle cramps, weakness, tiredness,
dizziness, headache, nausea, vomiting and fainting. 

The Centers for Disease Control provide the following tips to cool your
body to prevent or aid heat illness:

• Drink cool, nonalcoholic beverages. 
• Rest. 
• Take a cool shower, bath, or sponge bath. 
• Seek an air-conditioned environment. 
• Wear lightweight clothing.

Be sure to check on your neighbors, family and friends – especially the
elderly and those who are especially sensitive to heat – during dangerously
hot days. Never leave children or pets unattended in an enclosed car. 

Beat the Heat This Summer

MAY I HELP?

Tips to stay cool when temperatures rise

West Oak Lane 
Senior Center 

is offering a cooling center for 
those who need to beat the heat: 

7210-18 Ogontz Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19138

Telephone: (215) 686-1697

Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Extended Hours: 
Wednesday

8:30 a.m to 8 p.m.


