
new commercial and industrial real 
estate developments. These can attract
new businesses as well as support in-
state business expansion while financing
more small business loans and new
venture capital incentives.

Finally, the Senate Democratic infra-
structure investment plan will sustain 
the Commonwealth Universal Research
Enhancement (CURE) program to invest
$60 million through our major academic
research institutions for life science
research and development.

The Pennsylvania Infrastructure
Investment Plan will not only improve the
quality and safety of our roads and
bridges, but will create thousands of jobs
and encourage business development.

E
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� Infrastructure Investments Create Jobs
24,000 cars per day and was ranked the
fifth worst deck truss highway bridge in
the state in a 2006 study. The McCall
Bridge is not only structurally deficient,
but as a three-lane structure it is not
designed to handle the volume of traffic
and frequently causes traffic jams.

We need to act immediately on a
plan that funds transportation infrastruc-
ture improvements and puts Pennsyl-
vanians back to work. Our “Pennsylvania
Infrastructure Investment Plan” does
both without raising any taxes.

The “Pennsylvania Infrastructure
Investment Plan” involves creative new
solutions to leverage existing federal,
state and private resources in support 
of $2.8 billion in new infrastructure
investment.

At the core of the plan is the creation
of a new tax incentive program that
would fund $1.5 billion in water, sewer
and public transit infrastructure improve-
ments. The principal on the $1.5 billion
in bonds would be paid from already 

earmarked shale tax revenues 
and local contributions for mass
transit projects. The plan would 
also use federal GARVEE bonds 
to generate $1 billion to fund a 
short term transportation 

improvement plan.
Another facet of the plan 

would refocus $167 million
now available through the 
Commonwealth Financing 
Authority (CFA) to make 
infrastructure investments for

arlier last month, I invited my 
colleagues from the Senate 
Democratic Caucus to the site of a

stalled construction project in Luzerne
County to announce the details of our
$2.8 billion plan that would upgrade
Pennsylvania’s infrastructure and create
thousands of jobs.

Our plan will not only put Pennsyl-
vanians back to work, but it will provide
the necessary funding to move forward
on critical transportation projects like the
South Valley Parkway project – a project
initiated 10 years ago and one of the
county’s top transportation priorities.
Unfortunately, through a lack of funding
and multiple setbacks in necessary land
acquisition, this much-needed project
has still not begun construction.

Throughout my district, there are
also a number of roads and bridges in
dire need of repair. One example is the
Route 209 Thomas McCall Bridge in
Carbon County, which carries roughly

� Voter ID � Operation Gang Up   � Around the 14th DistrictINSIDE



PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

y bill extending the sunset date 
of two critically important 
environmental protection grant

programs is one step closer to becoming
law after House passage.

Senate Bill 1398 extends the expira-
tion date of the Underground Storage
Tank Environmental Cleanup Program
and the Underground Storage Tank
Pollution Prevention Program to June 30,
2017. Both programs were set to expire
in June of this year unless reauthorized
by the legislature.

Aging underground storage tanks are
a very real environmental safety concern
and it is imperative that we take these
steps to protect our environment and
help homeowners address any problems
that arise before the contamination
becomes more widespread and costly.

The Underground Storage Tank En-
vironmental Cleanup Program provides
financial assistance for owners of under-
ground storage tanks with a capacity of
3,000 gallons or less. The Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) is
authorized to use $500,000 to provide
reimbursements to tank owners for the
actual costs of corrective action up to
$5,000. The owner must first pay a
$1,000 deductible to qualify for funding.

The Underground Storage Tank
Pollution Prevention Program is a program
designed to help small tank owners cover
the cost of pumping out and sealing very
old underground storage tanks that were
never upgraded to meet regulations. 

� Storage Tank Bill

M
I
� Touring Institute for Energy and Environmental 

Research at Wilkes University
was honored to join PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
Secretary Michael Krancer for a tour of The Institute for Energy and 
Environmental Research (IEER) at Wilkes University and important meeting

with Wilkes President Dr. Tim Gilmour and members of the IEER staff.
At this critical time in the growth and development of the natural gas

industry in Pennsylvania, it is vital to see first-hand the important research and
testing being done by the scientists at the IEER.

It was important for myself and Secretary Krancer to see how the institute pro-
vides the public with access to unbiased scientific information about natural gas
development and how the IEER is monitoring the quality of surface and well water.

The institute operates and maintains a series of state-of-the-art water quality
and drinking water quality testing laboratories. The Institute for Energy and
Environmental Research of Northeastern Pennsylvania is a collaboration 
between Wilkes University, King’s College, the Earth Conservancy, 
and the Institute for Public Policy and Economic Development.

� Newport and Plymouth Township 
Mine Reclamation Projects

he Department of Environmental Protection recently awarded nearly $2 
million in grants to reclaim two mine sites in the 14th District. An $897,416

contract was awarded to reclaim the Alden Mountain East mine site in Newport
Township, while a $1.02 million contract was awarded to complete restorations at
the former Avondale strip mine in Plymouth Township.

The Alden Mountain East mine site, abandoned in 1962, has 29 mine openings
that will be filled, which will not only clean up this dangerous area – but also put
an end to illegal dumping in the area.

After nearly nine years of intermittent action, the project to reclaim the Avondale
strip mine, which had been abandoned since 1959, will now be completed. In
2003, the massive pit was filled and 4.3 million cubic yards of material was moved,
but the project was left unfinished and the site was never stabilized.

T
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Summer Outreach

CREATING JOBS

I

� I recently toured the PA Solar Park in
Nesquehoning. The PA Solar Park can
supply power to over 1,500 homes and has
created more than 200 construction jobs.

� With the help of state funding, Plains
Township recently purchased a new 

$180,000 recycling truck that runs
completely on natural gas. This is

another great example of the ongoing
efforts in our district to protect and

preserve our environment.

Contact my offices to find out 
when we will be at your nearest farmers' market

� Mohegan Sun Arena Summer Marketplace
Tuesday • Opens 10 a.m.
Arena Parking Lot

� Wilkes-Barre Farmer's Market
Thursday • Opens 10 a.m.
Public Square

� Pittston Farmer's Market
Tuesday • Opens 10 a.m.
Tomato Festival Lot Main Street 

� Hazleton Farmer's Market
Saturday • Opens 9 a.m.
20 West Broad Street

Look for representatives from Sen. Yudichak's offices at farmers' markets throughout the district.

was honored to join other local officials and businessmen for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the new 5-mile, $3.1 million natural gas line that will save 
McAdoo’s Altadis USA Inc. manufacturing plant $1 million a year in fuel costs.
This is a great project because we're taking homegrown Pennsylvania energy

from Marcellus Shale and creating homegrown Pennsylvania jobs.
This pipeline will allow future businesses and residents to access cleaner,

more affordable fuel. It will also 
preserve jobs and has potential to 
create many more jobs for Northeastern 
Pennsylvania families.

The pipeline will enable the plant 
to operate its boilers with less-
expensive and more eco-friendly 
Pennsylvania natural gas in lieu of fuel 
oil, which has been used since the 
facility opened in the mid-1960s.

This pipeline will be a valuable 
asset for years to come for residents 
of Hazle Village and McAdoo and also 
tenants of the nearby McAdoo 
Industrial Park.

� Carbon County Business Retains 180 Jobs
� Jenkins Township 

Distribution Center 
Receives State Grant

� New Jobs Coming to 
Luzerne County
Certech Inc., a manufacturer of

ceramic cores, recently announced an
expansion of their Hanover Township
operations that will result in the creation
of 80 new jobs. The company will also
retain an additional 185 jobs by con-
solidating an out-of-state operation into
the Luzerne County facility.

The creation of new jobs and the
retention of existing jobs send a clear
message about the quality of work being
done here. This investment also shows
other companies looking to relocate that
Northeastern Pennsylvania is a prime
location for business development.

The Pittston Industrial LLC DBA
Interstate Distribution Center in Jenkins
Township was recently awarded a
$700,000 state grant to construct and
rehabilitate track for expanded rail
access at the center.

This money will enhance our regional
rail freight infrastructure and stimulate
economic development at a time when
our region needs to take advantage of
every opportunity to create jobs.
Improved rail service is vital not only for
job creation but also for job retention in
our regional economy.

The grant is part of a $23 million
state investment that will fund 16 freight-
rail improvement projects statewide.

Summer 2012



KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY SAFE

Hanover Area Tax & Rent Rebate

Please join us at our next community
event, Thursday, September 27, 2012 

6 p.m. at Hazleton High School. 

W e are faced with trying times 
in our district as gangs 

continue to grow and spread
their influence throughout the community.
Earlier this year Congressman Lou
Barletta and I launched our anti-gang
initiative “Operation Gang Up.”  

This regional initiative combines the
expertise of several key legislative, ed-
ucation, law enforcement and community
leaders throughout Northeastern
Pennsylvania to address and combat
dangerous gang activity in our region.
The first three events have attracted more
than 650 people who have participated
in the discussions and received inform-
ation in our fight to eradicate gangs. 

We all share the same concerns for
the safety of our communities and in our
fight against gangs, knowledge is
power. It is my hope that the continued
discussions and information shared
through “Operation Gang Up” can not
only eliminate the gang presence in
Northeastern Pennsylvania, but also
serve as a model for other communities
throughout the Commonwealth and the
nation that have been infiltrated by
dangerous gang activity.

We will continue the important com-
munity discussions that are a critical part
of our effort to find the most effective
methods to combat gang activity in our
communities. These discussions are
crucial for building the foundation for a
comprehensive community action plan.

unicipal cooperation efforts are the best way we can support crime 
fighting initiatives in our communities. We cannot expect towns to  
go it alone in the fight for safe neighborhoods and regional efforts 

like the South Valley K-9 Partnership are proven to enhance public safety.
In September 2010, the South Valley K-9 Partnership received a $102,000

state grant which has allowed for significant improvements to the K-9 units in
the Nanticoke and Hanover Township Police Departments. I recently met with
police officers and municipal officials from the partnership to see how the 
grant was put to use. Both departments were able to purchase new vehicles
for their K-9 units and send the officers for additional training and certification
with their dogs. The officers routinely respond to calls for assistance from 
other police departments and K-9 units from 14 municipalities and the
Crestwood, Greater Nanticoke Area, Hanover Area and Wyoming Valley West
school districts. Those calls can include everything from narcotics to 
searches for missing persons. 

� South Valley K-9 Partnership

M

Sen. Yudichak joined students and school officials from Hanover Area School District to
assist local seniors in filling out property tax/rent rebate forms.

SENATOR JOHN YUDICHAK Reports



SENIOR CORNER

Save the Dates
for Senator Yudichak’s 

Fall Senior Fairs

T
� Voter ID

he provisions of the Voter ID law will go into full effect in this November’s 
election so it is imperative that everyone is aware of the acceptable forms 
of identification needed to cast a vote. 

The following forms of identification will be accepted in order to vote 
� ID issued by the United States government that includes your name, a 

photograph, and an expiration date that is not expired. 

� U.S. military ID – active duty and retired military (a military or veteran’s ID
must designate an expiration date or designate that the expiration date is
indefinite). Military dependents’ ID must contain an expiration date. 

� ID issued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that includes your 
name, a photograph, and an expiration date that is not expired. 

� An ID issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
(PennDOT) that is not more than 12 months past the expiration date. 

� A valid-without-photo driver’s license or a valid-without-photo ID card 
issued by PennDOT for individuals who have a religious objection to 
being photographed. 

� Employee ID issued by a municipality of Pennsylvania that includes 
your name, a photograph, and an expiration date that is not expired. 

� ID issued by an accredited Pennsylvania public or private institution of 
higher learning that includes your name, a photograph, and an expiration
date that is not expired. 

� ID issued by a Pennsylvania care facility that includes your 
name, a photograph, and an expiration date that is not expired.

If you have any questions about the identification needed to vote, do not hesitate to contact one of my district offices or visit your nearest PennDOT facility.

CARBON COUNTY SENIOR FAIR
September 13 • 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Jim Thorpe Memorial Hall
101 East 10th Street

Jim Thorpe, PA

LUZERNE COUNTY SENIOR FAIR
Details will be announced 

in the coming weeks.

SENATOR JOHN YUDICHAK Reports Summer 2012
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� Absentee Ballot Application
� Birth Certificate Application
� Death Certificate Application
� Criminal Record Check Application
� Child Abuse Clearance Application
� Consumer Complaint Forms
� Grant Application
� Hunting License
� Fishing License

� State Income Tax Forms
� Voter Registration Application

Senator Yudichak can now be found on
Facebook under Senator John Yudichak.

Free Assistance Provided in my District Offices in Exeter, Nanticoke and Jim Thorpe
� Notary Public Applications
� Notarized Documents
� Prescription Assistance Applications
� Pennsylvania Department of Revenue
� Pennsylvania Higher Education 

Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
� Public Utility Commission 

Complaint Form
� Property Tax & Rent Rebate Forms

My offices take great pride in assisting constituents. We do our best to help anyone who calls, writes, emails or visits my District
and Harrisburg offices.

If you have a question on any state government issue, we’ll try to answer it for you. And, if we don’t have an answer, we’ll work
to get you one. If you have a problem or concern with any state government agency, please tell us about it. And, of course, your
input is always welcome and appreciated on any legislative issue as I work to represent the interests of the people of the 14th District.


