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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1608 %"

INTRODUCED BY CEPHAS, MADDEN, SANCHEZ, HANBIDGE, KRAJEWSKI,
ISAACSON, HILL-EVANS, SCHLOSSBERG, RABB, MAYES, KHAN, GUENST,
PARKER, FIEDLER, HOHENSTEIN, O'MARA, OTTEN, BULLOCK, KIM,
KINKEAD, CURRY, FLEMING, GREEN, BOYD, D. WILLIAMS,
SHUSTERMAN, PIELLI AND SALISBURY, AUGUST 7, 2023

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
AS AMENDED, APRIL 17, 2024
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AN ACT

Amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
welfare laws of the Commonwealth," in public assistance,
providing for medical assistance reimbursement COVERAGE for <--
doula services.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known

as the Human Services Code, is amended by adding a section to

read:
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SECTION 443.15. MEDICAL ASSISTANCE COVERAGE FOR DOULA

SERVICES.—-—-(A) SUBJECT TO FEDERAL APPROVAL, DOULA SERVICES ARE

COMPENSABLE UNDER THE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR ELIGIBLE

AND ENROLLED MEDICATL ASSISTANCE RECIPTENTS DURING PREGNANCY,

LABOR AND DELIVERY AND UP TO ONE YEAR POSTPARTUM.

(B)

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A DOULA ADVISORY BOARD TO

ADVISE THE SECRETARY REGARDING THE FOLLOWING:

(1)

DOULA BEST PRACTICES.

(2)

DOULA PARTICIPATION IN THE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(3)

RACIAL AND GEOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES IN THE PROVISION OF

MATERNAL HEALTH SERVICES.

(4)

EQUITY AND INCLUSTION BEST PRACTICES.

(C)

THE DOULA ADVISORY BOARD SHATLL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:

(1)

THE SECRETARY.

(2)

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

(3)

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE OFFICE OF MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

PROGRAMS WITHTIN THE DEPARTMENT.

(4)

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE BUREAU OF FAMILY HEALTH WITHIN

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

(25)

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE OFFICE OF HEATTH FQUITY WITHTIN

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEATTH.

(6)

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM A NATTIONALLY RECOGNIZED DOULA

20230HB1608PN2972 -5 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

ORGANIZATION.

(7) A DOULA PRACTICING IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(8) A MEMBER OF THE MATERNAL MORTALITY REVIEW COMMITTEE

ESTABLISHED UNDER THE ACT OF MAY 9, 2018 (P.L..118, NO.24), KNOWN

AS THFE MATERNAL MORTALITY REVIEW ACT.

(9) A MEMBER OF A COMMISSION THAT SUPPORTS DOULA PRACTICE IN

PENNSYLVANTA.

(10) AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE DEPARTMENT, ANY OTHER

RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH WHO REPRESENT THE DIVERSE

DEMOGRAPHICS OF PENNSYLVANTA.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SEEK A STATE PLAN AMENDMENT OR

FEDERAL WAIVER FROM THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICATD

SERVICES, IF NEEDED, FOR PROVISION OF DOULA SERVICES UNDER THE

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(E) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE TERM "DOULA" SHALL MEAN A

PROFESSTONAL TRAINED TO PROVIDE PHYSTCAL, EMOTIONAL AND

INFORMATIONAL SUPPORT TO A PREGNANT INDIVIDUAL BEEFORE, DURING

AND AFTER CHILDBIRTH.

SECTION 2. IF A NECESSARY STATE PLAN AMENDMENT OR FEDERAL
WAIVER UNDER SECTION 443.15 OF THE ACT IS APPROVED BY THE
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID SERVICES, THE SECRETARY OF
HUMAN SERVICES SHALL TRANSMIT NOTICE OF THE APPROVAL TO THE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU FOR PUBLICATION IN THE NEXT
AVATILABLE ISSUE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN.

SECTION 3. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:

(1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2), THE ADDITION

OF SECTION 443.15 OF THE ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT 30 DAYS

FOLLOWING PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE UNDER SECTION 2 OF THIS

ACT.

(2) THE ADDITION OF SECTION 443.15(B) AND (C) OF THE ACT
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1 SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
2 (3) THE REMAINDER OF THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT

3 IMMEDIATELY.
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